BARC Newsletter

June, 2014
From Your Editor: Chris Bobek
All right, all right, all right!

Here it is the first of June. The temp has finally warmed up and the flying season is in full swing.
Even with the chilly weather, we had a great air show. Thank you so much to the guest pilots
and the many TRAMPs members who attended. Also, thanks to the Thompsonville Airport
committee and staff for all your support and feeding the masses.

| appreciate everyone who has been sending in pictures and articles for the newsletter. Please
keep them coming ¢ they are what make this newsletter good!
Chrisbobek@acegroup.cc

TRAMPS Airshow is coming up June 28 and 29 at the Empire Airport. Many of our
members will be attending. Hope to see you there!

Building can be a lot of fun! The Citabria is coming along.
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Air Show Pictures




From Pete Zimmerman:
Wish more people were still
building.

Gosh | love the look of a fresh plan
ready for building on!

Hi BARC Members and Friends

First the disclaimers: | am not an
expert on LiPo batteries or storage
there of. My intent is to share with
you how | store and transport my LiPo batteries and hopefully open a discussion on the subject through
the news letter. Please reply to the editor with your thoughts and other methods so that all our folks can
learn and be safe.

Lithium-lon Polymer or LiPo batteries have become the staple of our hobby and have been as
revolutionary as 2.4 gig radio systems. But with every revolution a little blood must be shed. With these
batteries that is the stories we hear, or experience of fires and explosions caused by these batteries when
something goes wrong.

In our LiPo batteries the weight advantage is
provided by combining the Lithium salt electrolyte
with a solid polymer composite rather than the
more tradition organic solvent such as in lead
acid batteries. The advantages are weight,
ruggedness and nearly infinite packaging shapes
and sizes. The disadvantage is that they hold
less charge than more traditional batteries and
take longer to charge although continuing
improvements are reducing these factors greatly.

Storage of our batteries is almost universally at our homes and that causes concerns. What is the safest
way to store them? Beats me as there are as many theories and suggestions as there are websites it
seems. Here for your consideration and comment is how | store and transport mine.

use metal military ammunition cans with the batteries sorted by size. | store them with the lids clamped
and sealed on the cement floor of my basement where it is cool and out of direct sunlight. | have a
smoke alarm mounted directly above the storage area and an ABC fire extinguisher at the base of the
basement steps about 30 feet away. | also layer zip lock bags filled with baking soda on top of the
batteries in each can. The idea, and hope, is that if a battery shorted out and over heated the baggies
would very quickly melt and cover the batteries with baking soda depriving them of oxygen and cooling
them. No oxygen, no fire. The cans are kept sealed as a secondary oxygen batrrier.
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batteries just lying around in your home, garage or vehicle. This process can take place in seconds if not
fractions of a second.

Ok, your turn. Please share with us how you store your LiPo batteries. Your ideas may prevent a
disaster for someone else.

While you are at it please pass on your LiPo charging ideas as well. Here is how | charge mine.

The table top has clay tiles over it and there is a smoke alarm
mounted on the wall above the charger. | charge in my home
office while I am working and as much as possible in the same
room.

Thanks for your time, comments and ideas.

If you are like me you probably get tired of having to keep trying to unplug CA bottles or having to
grabbing pliers to get caps off. Here is how | get around that annoyance.

When a cap or top starts to get gummed up | soak it in Acetone in a small jar with a lid to keep the smell
down. Twenty minutes is really enough to get them factory new again but even over night is fine,
especially if a cap is stuck tight on a bottle top. | keep my old caps and tops so | have a stock of clean
ones and can then just grab one when needed and put the gummed up ones aside until | get several to
clean. This is a real cheap no hassle way of avoiding messed up CA bottles.

Please share your great tips and tricks with us. Pete




Some members have been out flying ¢
Join us if you can!




